

Methodology:
Data were collected between June 29 and July 5 2005.

A total of 1,448 adult residents of western Canada were interviewed by telephone. Respondents were selected randomly. Where necessary, the sample has been statistically weighted to more accurately represent the demographic distribution of the population. The margin of error for the weighed sample is + 2.6 per cent, 19 times out of 20. The margin of error increases when analyzing sub-samples of the total. 

Questionnaire:
Q In the last federal election campaign, Prime Minister Paul Martin dedicated his government to eliminating the democratic deficit by making the federal government more representative and responsible. Please indicate how effective you think the Martin government has been at eliminating the democratic deficit since being elected one year ago.

Q In the last federal election campaign, Prime Minister Paul Martin made it a priority to end western alienation. Please indicate how effective you think the Martin government has been at ending western alienation since being elected one year ago.

Q Please tell me how much you agree or disagree with the following statement. Western Canadians should begin to explore the idea of forming their own country. 

Q Given what you know about the federal Liberal government’s sponsorship program and the evidence presented at the Gomery commission inquiry into the sponsorship program, please tell me how much the Gomery Inquiry testimony have impacted your opinion of western Canadians exploring the idea of forming their own country.

Q Recently the federal Liberal government survived a close vote of confidence on its budget primarily because of securing Belinda Stronach’s defection to the Liberals and a budget deal with the NDP. Please tell me how much the manner in which the Liberals won the budget confidence vote has impacted your opinion of western Canadians exploring the idea of forming their own country.

Q Prime Minister Paul Martin has promised to call an election 30 days after Justice Gomery issues his report into the sponsorship program. If the federal Liberals are re-elected in that election, please tell me what impact a Liberal re-election will likely have on your opinion of western Canadians exploring the idea of forming their own country.   

Executive Summary:
Martin Performance on Democratic Deficit       

	Good 
	43.2

	Poor
	56.8


Martin Performance on Western Alienation     

	Good 
	36.0

	Poor
	64.0


Western Independence

	Agree 
	35.6

	Disagree
	64.4


Sponsorship Program Effect on Independence   

	Increased 
	38.0

	No impact
	34.8

	Reduced
	27.2


Budget Vote Effect on Independence                      

	Increased 
	37.5

	No impact
	36.6

	Reduced
	25.9


Liberal Re-election Effect on Independence         

	Increased 
	40.4

	No impact
	35.5

	Reduced
	24.0


Martin Performance on Democratic Deficit

Q In the last federal election campaign, Prime Minister Paul Martin dedicated his government to eliminating the democratic deficit by making the federal government more representative and responsible. Please indicate how effective you think the Martin government has been at eliminating the democratic deficit since being elected one year ago.

Democratic Deficit by Gender       Male                       Female               All Respondents

	Good 
	39.1
	47.2
	43.2

	Poor
	60.9
	52.8
	56.8


Democratic Deficit by Age           18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Good 
	53.1
	35.8
	43.3
	43.0

	Poor
	46.9
	64.2
	56.7
	57.0


Democratic Deficit by Province     BC 

  Alberta
  Saskatchewan               Manitoba

	Good 
	46.4
	34.5
	50.8
	50.0

	Poor
	53.6
	65.5
	49.2
	50.0


Democratic Deficit (full)
Democratic Deficit by Gender       Male                       Female               All Respondents

	Very good 
	10.6
	8.0
	9.2

	Somewhat good
	25.3
	32.8
	29.1

	Somewhat poor
	22.8
	23.8
	23.4

	Very poor
	32.8
	21.5
	27.1

	Undecided
	8.5
	14.0
	11.3


Democratic Deficit by Age           18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Very good 
	12.6
	5.4
	7.9
	11.1

	Somewhat good
	32.1
	25.9
	32.0
	26.7

	Somewhat poor
	15.3
	26.6
	25.5
	23.1

	Very poor
	24.2
	29.3
	26.8
	26.9

	Undecided
	15.8
	12.7
	7.7
	12.3


Democratic Deficit by Province     BC 

  Alberta
  Saskatchewan               Manitoba

	Very good 
	10.6
	6.9
	8.3
	11.0

	Somewhat good
	29.2
	24.7
	37.5
	34.4

	Somewhat poor
	24.7
	22.5
	22.9
	21.5

	Very poor 
	21.1
	37.7
	20.8
	23.9

	Undecided
	14.4
	8.2
	10.4
	9.2


Martin Performance on Western Alienation

Q In the last federal election campaign, Prime Minister Paul Martin made it a priority to end western alienation. Please indicate how effective you think the Martin government has been at ending western alienation since being elected one year ago.

Western Alienation by Gender      Male                        Female               All Respondents

	Good 
	32.1
	39.7
	36.0

	Poor
	67.9
	60.3
	64.0


Western Alienation by Age          18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Good 
	36.3
	30.8
	35.4
	39.6

	Poor
	63.7
	69.2
	64.6
	60.4


Western Alienation by Province     BC 

  Alberta
  Saskatchewan               Manitoba

	Good 
	40.3
	27.3
	44.9
	38.1

	Poor
	59.7
	72.7
	55.1
	61.9


Western Alienation (full)
Western Alienation by Gender      Male                        Female               All Respondents

	Very good 
	9.7
	7.1
	8.4

	Somewhat good
	20.7
	29.1
	25.0

	Somewhat poor
	24.3
	25.0
	24.6

	Very poor
	40.0
	30.1
	34.8

	Undecided
	5.3
	8.7
	7.1


Western Alienation by Age           18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Very good 
	10.1
	5.0
	7.8
	10.0

	Somewhat good
	22.3
	22.5
	26.4
	26.5

	Somewhat poor
	25.5
	24.4
	25.6
	23.5

	Very poor
	31.4
	38.4
	36.9
	32.0

	Undecided
	10.6
	9.7
	3.4
	8.1


Western Alienation by Province      BC 

  Alberta
  Saskatchewan               Manitoba

	Very good 
	8.8
	6.9
	8.3
	11.1

	Somewhat good
	28.1
	18.8
	34.0
	23.5

	Somewhat poor
	27.1
	21.6
	27.1
	22.2

	Very poor
	27.6
	47.5
	25.0
	34.0

	Undecided
	8.5
	5.2
	5.6
	9.3


Western Independence 

Q Please tell me how much you agree or disagree with the following statement. Western Canadians should begin to explore the idea of forming their own country. 

Western Independence by Gender   Male                       Female               All Respondents

	Agree 
	42.7
	28.7
	35.6

	Disagree
	57.3
	71.3
	64.4


Western Independence by Age       18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Agree 
	37.2
	36.1
	33.7
	36.3

	Disagree
	62.8
	63.9
	66.3
	63.7


Western Independence by Province  BC 

     Alberta
    Saskatchewan             Manitoba

	Agree 
	32.1
	43.0
	33.6
	28.8

	Disagree
	67.9
	57.0
	66.4
	71.2


Western Independence (full)
Western Independence by Gender   Male                       Female               All Respondents

	Strongly agree 
	25.5
	15.1
	20.2

	Somewhat agree
	16.2
	12.2
	14.1

	Somewhat disagree
	12.8
	19.6
	16.3

	Strongly disagree
	43.2
	48.4
	45.8

	Undecided
	2.3
	4.7
	3.5


Western Independence by Age       18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Strongly agree 
	23.9
	24.4
	19.3
	16.9

	Somewhat agree
	12.5
	10.9
	13.5
	17.3

	Somewhat disagree
	17.9
	12.0
	15.0
	19.7

	Strongly disagree
	44.0
	50.4
	49.6
	39.9

	Undecided
	1.6
	2.3
	2.6
	6.2


Western Independence by Province  BC 

     Alberta
    Saskatchewan             Manitoba

	Strongly agree 
	17.2
	26.9
	19.1
	13.1

	Somewhat agree
	13.6
	15.0
	12.8
	14.4

	Somewhat disagree
	15.5
	15.0
	20.6
	19.4

	Strongly disagree
	49.8
	40.6
	42.6
	48.8

	Undecided
	3.9
	2.4
	5.0
	4.4


Sponsorship Program Effect on Western Independence 

Q Given what you know about the federal Liberal government’s sponsorship program and the evidence presented at the Gomery commission inquiry into the sponsorship program, please tell me how much the Gomery Inquiry testimony have impacted your opinion of western Canadians exploring the idea of forming their own country.

Sponsorship Program by Gender    Male                       Female               All Respondents

	Increased 
	44.5
	31.9
	38.0

	No impact
	28.7
	40.7
	34.8

	Reduced
	26.8
	27.5
	27.2


Sponsorship Program by Age        18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Increased 
	28.4
	40.8
	35.6
	42.7

	No impact
	33.3
	30.4
	39.0
	33.6

	Reduced
	38.3
	28.8
	25.4
	23.7


Sponsorship Program by Province   BC 

     Alberta
    Saskatchewan             Manitoba

	Increased 
	32.6
	45.5
	38.6
	35.3

	No impact
	38.6
	29.2
	38.6
	33.8

	Reduced
	28.8
	25.2
	22.8
	30.9


Sponsorship Program (full)
Sponsorship Program by Gender    Male                       Female               All Respondents

	Significantly increased 
	23.1
	15.6
	19.2

	Somewhat increased
	19.0
	13.8
	16.3

	No impact
	27.1
	37.6
	32.5

	Somewhat reduced
	17.9
	12.9
	15.4

	Significantly reduced
	7.5
	12.5
	10.0

	Undecided
	5.4
	7.5
	6.5


Sponsorship Program by Age        18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Significantly increased 
	17.2
	19.6
	17.7
	20.8

	Somewhat increased
	10.1
	19.2
	16.0
	17.6

	No impact
	32.0
	29.2
	37.0
	30.2

	Somewhat reduced
	19.5
	18.4
	17.7
	9.2

	Significantly reduced
	16.6
	9.2
	6.3
	12.1

	Undecided
	4.7
	4.4
	5.3
	10.1


Sponsorship Program by Province   BC 

     Alberta
    Saskatchewan             Manitoba

	Significantly increased 
	15.2
	25.3
	19.0
	16.5

	Somewhat increased
	14.8
	18.5
	16.8
	15.2

	No impact
	35.8
	28.2
	35.8
	29.7

	Somewhat reduced
	14.5
	15.9
	15.3
	17.1

	Significantly reduced
	12.3
	8.4
	5.8
	10.1

	Undecided
	7.3
	3.6
	7.3
	11.4


Budget Vote Effect on Western Independence 

Q Recently the federal Liberal government survived a close vote of confidence on its budget primarily because of securing Belinda Stronach’s defection to the Liberals and a budget deal with the NDP. Please tell me how much the manner in which the Liberals won the budget confidence vote has impacted your opinion of western Canadians exploring the idea of forming their own country.

Budget Vote by Gender                     Male                       Female               All Respondents

	Increased 
	43.4
	31.6
	37.5

	No impact
	31.8
	41.4
	36.6

	Reduced
	24.8
	27.0
	25.9


Budget Vote by Age                         18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Increased 
	32.7
	38.5
	35.1
	41.7

	No impact
	32.7
	35.1
	39.4
	35.9

	Reduced
	34.6
	26.4
	25.5
	22.4


Budget Vote by Province                    BC 

     Alberta
    Saskatchewan             Manitoba

	Increased 
	30.8
	47.4
	36.7
	33.6

	No impact
	40.7
	30.0
	40.0
	38.7

	Reduced
	28.5
	22.6
	23.3
	27.7


Budget Vote (full)
Budget Vote by Gender                     Male                       Female               All Respondents

	Significantly increased 
	22.8
	16.0
	19.3

	Somewhat increased
	17.8
	12.7
	15.2

	No impact
	29.7
	37.5
	33.7

	Somewhat reduced
	15.9
	14.6
	15.3

	Significantly reduced
	7.2
	9.9
	8.6

	Undecided
	6.4
	9.3
	7.9


Budget Vote by Age                         18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Significantly increased 
	15.2
	21.5
	18.4
	20.7

	Somewhat increased
	15.8
	15.0
	14.7
	15.9

	No impact
	30.9
	32.8
	37.1
	31.5

	Somewhat reduced
	21.2
	17.8
	17.6
	8.6

	Significantly reduced
	11.5
	6.9
	6.4
	10.8

	Undecided
	5.5
	6.1
	5.8
	12.6


Budget Vote by Province                   BC 

     Alberta
    Saskatchewan             Manitoba

	Significantly increased 
	14.7
	25.9
	20.5
	16.7

	Somewhat increased
	13.6
	18.5
	12.9
	13.5

	No impact
	37.4
	28.3
	36.4
	34.0

	Somewhat reduced
	16.2
	14.7
	15.9
	12.8

	Significantly reduced
	10.0
	6.5
	5.3
	11.5

	Undecided
	8.2
	6.1
	9.1
	11.5


 Liberal Re-election Effect on Western Independence 

Q Prime Minister Paul Martin has promised to call an election 30 days after Justice Gomery issues his report into the sponsorship program. If the federal Liberals are re-elected in that election, please tell me what impact a Liberal re-election will likely have on your opinion of western Canadians exploring the idea of forming their own country.   

Liberal Re-election by Gender          Male                       Female               All Respondents

	Increased 
	45.5
	35.4
	40.4

	No impact
	31.9
	39.2
	35.5

	Reduced
	22.7
	25.3
	24.0


Liberal Re-election by Age              18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Increased 
	40.4
	42.2
	38.0
	41.9

	No impact
	31.4
	35.2
	38.0
	35.0

	Reduced
	28.2
	22.6
	23.9
	23.1


Liberal Re-election by Province        BC 

      Alberta
    Saskatchewan             Manitoba

	Increased 
	33.0
	51.2
	40.3
	35.5

	No impact
	41.4
	26.7
	37.0
	39.1

	Reduced
	25.6
	22.1
	22.7
	25.4


Budget Vote (full)
Liberal Re-election by Gender          Male                       Female               All Respondents

	Significantly increased 
	29.6
	20.1
	24.8

	Somewhat increased
	13.4
	12.4
	12.9

	No impact
	30.2
	35.9
	33.1

	Somewhat reduced
	13.4
	11.0
	12.2

	Significantly reduced
	8.1
	12.2
	10.2

	Undecided
	5.3
	8.5
	6.9


Liberal Re-election by Age              18-29                         30-44                         45-64                          65 +

	Significantly increased 
	25.9
	31.3
	23.2
	21.9

	Somewhat increased
	13.0
	8.1
	13.2
	15.6

	No impact
	30.2
	32.9
	36.2
	31.4

	Somewhat reduced
	16.0
	14.2
	14.5
	6.6

	Significantly reduced
	11.1
	7.3
	8.0
	13.8

	Undecided
	3.7
	6.1
	4.9
	10.7


Liberal Re-election by Province        BC 

      Alberta
    Saskatchewan             Manitoba

	Significantly increased 
	18.7
	34.8
	22.7
	20.6

	Somewhat increased
	11.7
	14.5
	14.8
	11.0

	No impact
	38.1
	25.7
	34.4
	34.8

	Somewhat reduced
	13.6
	11.2
	13.3
	9.7

	Significantly reduced
	10.1
	9.8
	7.8
	12.9

	Undecided
	7.9
	4.0
	7.0
	11.0
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